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SUB J : ARREST OF TWO MORE NATIONAL PANCHAYAT MEMBERS 

REF: KATHMANDU 3504 

1. NATIONAL PANCHAYAT MEMBERS PESHAL KUMAR POKHREL 
AND KRISHNA BAHADUR BHATTARAI WERE ARRESTED ON AUG 
13 UNDER THE SECURITY ACT. THIS BRINGS TO THREE THE 
NUMBER OF NATIONAL PANCHAYAT MEMBERS ARRESTED IN 
AUGUST. ONE FORMER NATIONAL PANCHAYAT REPRESENTATIVE IS 
ALSO IN POLICE CUSTODY. 

2. COMMENT: REPORTEDLY POKHREL AND BHATTARAI WERE 
ARRESTED BECAUSE OF THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE RECENTLY 
PASSED AMENDMENT TO THE PRESS AND PUBLICATION ACT OF 
1962 (REFTEL). CARGO 
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